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SUBJECT: PL-480 ALLEGATIONS DEBATED AGAIN 
REF: COLOMBO 3017 

1. LONG, DRAWN-OUT DEBATE ON PRIME MINISTER 
BAND ARAN AIKE'S SEPTEMBER 18 STATEMENT (REFTEL) 

TOOK PLACE OCTOBER 9 IN NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY 
(NSA) DURING WHICH TROTSKYITE LANKA SAMA SAMAJA 
PARTY(LSSP) MEMBERS CONTINUED TO PUSH ISSUED OF 
IMPROPER USE OF PL-480 RUPEES. FORMER FINANCE 
MINISTER N.M. PERERA, WHO HAD FIRST PUBLICLY 
RAISED ISSUED AT MAY DAY RALLY, AGAIN CRITICIZED 
PRIME MINISTER SIRIMAVO BANDARANAIKE FOR 
ACCEPTING AMBASSADOR VAN HOI JEN'S VERSION OF 
EXPENDITURES RATHER THAN INITIATING INVESTIGATION 
INTO MATTER. LSSP GENERAL SECRETARY BERNARD 
SOYSA URGED P.M. TO PROBE MATTER AND INSINUATED 
THAT AFTER US'S INDOCHINA WITHDRAWAL, SRI 
LANKA COULD BE IMPORTANT AS OPERATIONAL 
CENTER OF US DIPLOMATIC AND POLITICAL 

ACTIVITIES IN AREA. TO SUPPORT CONTENTION HE CITED JACK ANDERSON'S 
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WHICH AMBASSADOR WAS PRESENT AND WHICH WAS 
CONTAINED AS ANNEX TO BOOK, "EXPLOSION IN 
SOUTH ASIA" BY ROBIN BLACKBURN 

2. PRIME MINISTER INTERVENED DURING DEBATE 
ON PL-480 FUNDS TO INSIST THAT "THERE IS 
NOTHING TO HIDE" AND AGAIN ASKED FOR 
LSSP TO PUT FORWARD ANY EVIDENCE OF 
WRONGDOING. IN REPLY TO LSSP, T.B. 

ILANGARATNE, MINISTER FOR TRADE, PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION, AND HOME AFFAIRS, SAID 
GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT OBJECT TO APPOINTMENT 
OF SELECT COMMITTEE OF ASSEMBLY TO LOOK 
INTO ALLEGATIONS AND ONE WILL BE APPOINTED. 

3. COMMENT PL480 
ISSUED IS ONLY ONE OF 

SEVERAL ON WHICH PM'S LEFTIST OPPONENTS ARE 
CONTINUING TO ATTACK HER. APPOINTMENT OF 
SELECT COMMITTEE SHOULD PUT HALT TO 
PUBLICITY ON PL-480 ISSUE FOR TIME BEING 
AND HOPEFULLY WILL ALLOW IT TO DIE NATURAL 
DEATH. 

VAN HOT .TEN 
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